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Foreword 


A: ONE who has compiled no less than four indexes (a preferable 
word, in my opinion, to “‘indices’’), I know whereof I speak: 
they are the very devil. There are no set rules and it is not always 
possible to be consistent. There seem to be two schools of indexing. 
One uses the important or key word (what in the curious jargon of the 
advertising world is known as the operative word), leaving the rest of 
the title or line hanging limply behind it; the other uses the first 
word and dangles only a definite or indefinite article. I prefer the 
latter method, though it has its disadvantages. Take a Book Club ttle, 
for instance: An Original Issue of the Spectator. The key word—‘‘Specta- 
tor’’—1is obviously preferable here because one thinks of the book by 
this word, not by ‘‘Original.’’ Another example is: A Short Account of 
the Life and Work of Wynkyn de Worde. 1 doubt if many people even know 
the full title of this work and only refer to it as the ““Wynkyn de 
Worde’’ book and that is how they would expect to find it listed in 
an index. 

The above is just a weary indexer letting off steam. The real pur- 
pose of this foreword is to compliment John W. Borden and J. Terry 
Bender on their task of compiling this sequel to their previous effort: 
Index to the Quarterly News-Letter of The Book Club of California: Volumes 
I-XX, LOB 3 s19)O- | 

The present issue brings the index to the end of Volume XXX 
(Fall, 1965). The Grabhorn Press has printed all of these numbers ex- 
cept for the last three (Volume XXX, Numbers 2, 3 and 4). These 
were printed by Arlen Philpott. 

Lewis Allen, who had taken over the editorship from Oscar Lewis 
(with the exception of one number edited by George L. Harding— 
Volume XI, Number 4), continued in the chair until the Fall of 
1957 when Donald C. Biggs took over. He resigned with the Fall 
number of 1958. There seemed, according to the masthead, to have 
been no editor-in-chief for the first two issues of Volume XXIV. 
Then William P. Barlow, Jr. and Donald R. Fleming acted as joint 
editors until Volume XXVI, Number 3 when the undersigned, who 
had done a bit of pinch hitting in the past, took over, and 1s at present 
writing still on the job. 


Davip MacEE, Editor, Quarterly News-Letter 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2021 with funding from 
Book Club of California 


https://archive.org/details/quarterlynewslet31book_1 
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